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Fargo’s Construction Permit History 

 

The Journey into the post construction. 

 



 

 

Please ask any questions during this 
presentation …… 

 

    We are here to learn! 



 

Fargo’s construction permitting was gradually 
phased-in over an entire year beginning 
March 2006. 

 

The year was devoted to educating builders, 
owners and suppliers about the program. 

 

 



 

 

 Land disturbing activity greater than 5,000 SF 

 
 Not gardens or flower beds or minor construction, etc. 

 Must permit if site has a potential to discharge? 

 Required even if removing a structure. 

 Not required if project is under control of city engineer (3300).   













  

Tracking 

 

Improper BMP installation and maintenance 

 

A tracking violation is issued when a contractor 
fails to clean up significant amounts of 
sediment tracked down the block. 









Overall construction stormwater conditions  

are vastly better today. 

 

Public infrastructure construction is much 
better today. 

 

Construction practices in general relating to 
stormwater are better today. 



 Try new more new products and techniques 

 Educate and re-educate 

 Incentive / recognition program? 

 Revamping of laws, penalty fees, etc. 

 Dedicated permanent employee 

 

 

 



 

 

 “Good government takes time” 

 

     Mark Bittner 

     Director of Engineering 

     City of Fargo 



 

 

 MEETING NEW MS4 PERMITs 

 NEW DEVELOPMENT 

 REHABILITIATION 

 EXISTING DEVELOPMENT 

 OPERATIONS WITHIN  
 

 



 

 

Study the system as a whole: 

 

Drainage areas, pond capacities runoff rates, 

 impervious surface effects, lift station wet 
 wells, treatment chains and more…. 

 



 

 Transitional or Confluence Areas 

 In-fill or Redevelopment 

 Homeowner Operations 

 Business Interconnect (OPS) 

 Municipal Operations, STS 

 Partners 

 

 

 

 







 High Cost?  

 Limited Space? 

 Forced into a subterranean environment? 

 Public Regional Retention (Very high cost)? 



















    

 Detention/retention pond 

 Hydraulic model 

 Map Impervious  

 Utility fee structure 

 Review/update policies 

 Software  

 

  Maintenance Operations Review 
(Public Works) 







 

 Contractors 

 Fargo Cass Environmental Health 

 FM Home Builders 

 Public Works 

 Police Department 

 Public  

 River Keepers 

 Schools 

 

 

 




